Chapter 10
'PUBLIC LIBRARY MOVEMBNT IN INDIA

1 EARLY LIBRARIES

The spread of knowledge through recorded communication and the

+ development of libraries are interrelated. The growth of education
has spread knowledge. This has stimulated the practice of building
collections and preservation of reading materials. Thus Jeading to

. formation of libraries.

From the archaelogical as well as literary evidence, it becomes
clear that writing and reading of manuscripts were regularly prac-
tised in ancient India since the fourth century B.C. Thijs must have
led to the growth and development of collections of manuscripts at
important centres of learning besides Private eollections. Many ©of

these important centres received royal grants. The scholars from all
over India and abroad too came over to i

e e ., . receive education. Qbviously
these institutions maintained their Own manuscrj

original works and commentaries Were written here. The important
centres of learning such as Nalanda, Vikramsila Odantapuri, Soma~
puri, Jaggadal, Mithila, Vallabh;, Kanher; etc’had mtapur ,l s
attached to these.

The B‘?ddhiStds of India laid special eMmphasis on the writing of
manuseripts and maintaining thej . ! o aug
also mads immense contribugtion l_r otections. The Jains and Hind

. . 1n the field of ; tro-
nised education and literary activities, est»abli(;h.l;:f‘li'::ln“il :‘rggep?ﬂsti’

tutions called upasrayas and temple ¢ ituti
: sray olleges. i tions
established and maintained thejr reéspective ligrarieST pese Tnstl®

Some of these have continued UP to recent time
S

Timuride dynasty-were patrons of learn; .

: arning. w; on ©
Aurangzeb all the early Mughaj Fulers extenﬁ ;V lth. the excep::) arty
music and literature. The librarieg ¢d their support

3150 made remarkable progress
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during their times. The Mughals maintained and preserved the
important government documents and state papers. Akbar introduc-
ed reforms in the classification and storage of books. In seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries the development of libraries received an
_ impetus due to the rise of European settlements in India. The chris-
tian missionaries with a view to propagate religion, promoted learn-
ing, introduced printing and also established libraries.

The number of early Jibraries was very few. These were almost an
exclusive possession of royal and feudal courts and scholarly indivi-
duals of the priestly classes and the various religious and monastic
organizations. These libraries were more like store houses. The
modern concept of a library being a service institution was missing.

The early libraries did not serve as an instrument of mass educa-
tion. There was no conscious attempt to establish and maintain
public libraries to serve the public without any restriction. There-
fore, the question of a public library movement did not arise.

2 NINETEENTH CENTURY

mine some of the important developments which led to
ear 1808 is considered an important date,
t of Bombay, initiated a proposal to regis-

ter libraries which were to be given copies of books published from
“Funds for the encouragement of Literature”.

The Calcutta Public Library was established in August, 1835. It °
was meant to serve the needs of “all ranks and classes without dis-
tinction™. The Imperial Library was established in 1891, Lord
Curzon, the Viceroy of India, promulgated the Imperial Library
Act, 1902, amalgamating Calcutta Public Library with Imperial
Library. Soon after independence, the Government of India renamed
Imperial Library as the National Library. The National Library' of
Calcutta has not been able to provide national leadership in library

Let us exa
library movement. The y
when the then Governmen

matters.
the towns of Bombay, Calcutta

By tke middle of 19th century, tI ‘ :
and Madras had subscription libraries, set Up with the active support
and initiative from the Europeans. These can not be considered as

free public libraries.
In 1867 Governmen
of Books Act (XXV), un
ed to deliver free 10 the p
the book and one or two m
so desired. The additiona

t of India enacted the Press and Registration
der which the printer of a book was suppos-
rovincial Government concerned one copy of
ore copies, if the provincial Government
1 copies were to be transmitted to the
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Central Government.

Khuda Baksh Oriental Public Library (Patna) was established in-
1876. Maulvi Muhammad Baksh Khan, on his death, left a collec-
tion of 1,500 manuscripts. It formed the nucleus of the library. In
1391, the library was opened to the public. It has an excellent collec-
tion of Arabic and Persian manuscripts.

In 1860, a small library was established in 1860 by Jean Mitchel
in'Madras as a part of the Museum. It was opened to the public in
1:96. It was named Connemara Public Library. It was a free public
library, omly’ a nominal deposit, being refundable was required. In
1948, it becameé State Central Library. :

By the end of nineteenth century, all the provincial capitals as
well as many of the district towns especially in the three presidencies
had $0”called public libraries, Even Princely states such as Indore
and Travancore-Cochin had public libraries in their capitals. How-

ever, the masses in gemeral did not take ful] advantage of these
institutions.

3 TWENTIETH CENTURY

The contribution made by Maharaja Sayajirgo 11 of Baroda 10
modern library movement in ¥ndia is really remarkable. He was an
cnlightenned . person. During the course of his visit to the United
States of America, he felt greatly impressed by the role played by
public libraries in the advancement of education. -Therefore, be
decided to establish public librarjes throughout his sgéte, In order tO
organize libraries along modern lines he invited WA. Borden, Libra-
rjan of Young Men’s Iustitute, New Haven, Connecticut Du;ing his
tenure of office, 1910-13, he established tpe Central Library and
initiated a public library system. The moderp library movement in
India may be said to have begun in Baroda during the first decade
:tf; ct:re?r:ulrgloﬂe also conducted library training classes to train the

By the time Borden left the State, on M
had its Central Library, comprising Reference and Len ding Departs

ments with a book stock of 40,000 vol
.. s umes, . and
more books were awaiting addition ag soon as ;xin;;af‘i:ze ‘:,};(;u: -

ay 15, 1913, ““Baroda City

N guages, T !
libraries bad been established and thirty.six of 1 ih::‘t‘; ;;':f Do

had provided their own libraries. Ty hundred j
H : d four
hundred twenty-six large villages had foundeq ih :il:t;e;r :rt; :sheEven |
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the small villages had come forward and had initiated their own
libraries. There were 140 travelling librarics as well. Borden report-
ed a total circulation of 1,50,000 volumes in the preceding year
reminding his readers that there were only 2,00,000 literates in thé
entire state™.! By the time Borden, left Baroda, he had achieved a
great deal, in the form of planning and establishing a network of
public library system in Baroda. He had also succeeded in creating
a favourable environment for the growth and development of public
libraries.

Maharaja Sir Sayajirao I11 passed away on 6th February, 1939.
According to the Annual Report? of the Baroda Library Department
for the year 1940-41, Baroda was covered by a network of about
1,400 libraries. Besides, there were stationary libraries and reading
rooms. About 400 travelling library boxes which circulated books
among delivery stations throughout the state.

The Report listed the state of rural library service as given below:

District and town libraries 46
Villages 1,270
Mahila (Ladies) 18
Children’s 12

Reading Rooms
Towns 4
Villages 152
Total 1,502

Due to the far-sightedness of Sayajitrao III, Baroda State was able
facilities to all citizens of the State. This was

a unique distinction for the State as compared with other Indian
States. However, due to lack of sustained support on the part of the
government, the library system deteriorated over years. This is
evident from the fact that in 1939-40, total expenditure incurred by
the State was Rs 86,567 and in 1947-48, it went up to Rs 1,16,523.
It is a pity that an excellent library system developed as carly as 1910
could not be sustained due to lack of intercst on the part of the state

government.

to provide free library

Foundation of library movement in India, Luc!hian;;

IMurari Lal Nagar, fL !
ut= and Bibliographical Centre, 1983, p. 79.

(Punjab), Indian Library Instit
2Ibid., p. 171.
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Under the auspices of Ram Mohan Library, a conference of the
representatives of libraries of Andhra Desa was convened in 1914.
As a consequence, in 1914, Andhra Desa Library Assoctation was
formed. This was perhaps the first library association to come into
being in India.

In 1915, Punjab University invited an American Librarian, named
Asa Don Dickinson to reorganize its university library. He remained
in India for about a year. During this period, he reorganized the
library, and also conducted library training classes around the year
1915. He prepared a Prime of librarianship (the first book on library
science published in India).

In 1916, libsary workers in Andhra succeeded in starting a _library
periodical in Telegu, entitled ‘Granthalaya Sarvasvamu’.

The first All India Public Library Conference book place at Madras
in 1919. Soon after this event the All-Indja Public Library Associa-
tion came into being. This Association held nine conferences i

different parts of the country from 1919 1o 1934 but later became
defunct.

In 1930 there took place another important conference of libra-
rians, and friends of library. This was the first meeting of the 1 ibrary
Services Section of the First All-Asia Educational Conference held
at Banaras in December 1930, Newton Mohun Dutt, the the?

Curator of Libraries, Baroda, presided and S.R. Ranganathan acted
as the secretary.

First All-India Library Conferenc
tember 1933 in Calcutta. On 13th
of Indian Library Association w
succeeded in providing leadership

In 1937, University of Madras s
post-graduate Diploma in Library

Due to the efforts of S.R. Ran
Public Librasies Act, 1948

€ was inaugurated on 12th SeP~
September 1933, draft corstitutio?
as adopted. However, ILA has not
to the profession.
tarted a one year course leading t°
Science.
ganathan, the Madras (Tamil Nﬂd”}:
as put on t} ] n 29t
J.anuary. 19°9. Madras was the first Stutleletjt'urésigzotl;:pub“c
library system through library legistatiop. The -1ctpnas failed to rais
enough funds to provide adequate seryice 10 :ize entire public. Th¢
library cess was dependent op Property tax lg;m ertlre t;;x 1 uch
that many of the zila parishads ami Mur;ici arlj‘t' Yd " o folloV
systematic approach to collec Property tax whpe 1b1es t}f : o not
able to collect the full ariount, Thus the an, reby they tibrary
cess is not large enoush, amount collected as I
Delhi Public Library wag set

up i 2 . g
It was established as a Unegcq PIn 1951 as a model public library

Pilot project.
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Under the five year plans, the Planning Commission, Government
of India, has included library development. In the first five year plan -
(1951-56), the objective was to set up a National Central Library, a
State Central Library in each state, along with a network of circulat-
ing libraries consisting of deposit stations and mobile vans in villages.
By the end of the plan period, there were nine state central libraries
and about 100 district libraries. - -

In 1954, Government of India - passed the Delivery of books
(Public Libraries) Act. The same was amended in 1956 and included
newspapers. Under this Act, every publisher is obliged to send at
his own cost a copy of each book or newspaper. published by him to
the Natiopal Library at Calcutta as well as to each of three public
libraries at Delhi, Bombay and- Madras. This has laid a base for
depositories of Indian publications. :

Durine the Second Five Year Plan (1 956-61), an amount of Rs 140
lakhs was provided to the States for library development. The objec-
tive of the plan was to establish, district lib;aries. »

In 1957, Advisory Committee for Libraries was set up by Govcern-
ment of lndia under the chairmanship of K.P. Sinha. The Com-
mittes submitted its report in 1958. It recommended 25 year library
plan; levy of cess of 6 naye paise in a rupee on property tax; _Gov'erq-
ment of India should contribute matching grant equal to cess collcct-
ed by a state; each state should enact state library act and Gove.rn-
ment of India should enact central library act. ]However, no action

ken on these recommendations to a large extent.
ha; :22;::;2 ta:e enacted Hyderabad Public Libraries Act in 1955.
This became defunct due

to the Merger of Hyderabad with other
states. Andhra Pradesh Public Libr:«':lfies Act 1960 came.into'force in
1960. The Act provides for levy of library cess of ) 6 paise in every
rupee of property tax collected by a mumcnpahty/lpcgl body. The
state government contributes an__;a_mou.nt not les.? than fh.e amount

ted in each district. - . . .
Ofl‘;e::iﬁ;"t:; Third Five Year Plan, the goal was to cover the entire

‘ s of a ‘retwork of central, state, district, branch,
53111:;);“? mr:;;:libraries. The Working Group sct by the Planning
Commission set a target of setting up of: a network of libraries,
reachiné'vp to village level having a Populatl?n of 2,009. .

Kamafaka was the third state. to enact ]1brary legnslat:on: The
M (Karnataka) public Libraries Act, 1965 was passed in the
ysore 4 came into forcé on April 1, 1966. The Act provides
year 1965 an 2d maintenance of public libraries and the

lishment an i ;
it;rgatr:liia;sot:bof a comprehensive urban and ,u(al library service in
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the State and for matters connected therein. In order to imrlement
the provision of the Act, a Department of Public Libraries was esta-
blished, which started functioning from November 1, 1966. State
library authority, city library authority and district library authority
are empowered to establish and organize libraries at the concerned
levels.

This library cess in the form of surcharge on tax on urban proper-
ties, urban and rural land, entry of goods into local areas, vehicles,
professions, trades, so on. This amounts to a good collection of lib-
rary cess to support the funds made available by the State.

The Maharasht‘ra Public Libraries Act, 1967 was passed in 1967.
Under the act, no library cess is levied. The subscription libraries
are considered as public libraries. The Act allows’ charging of fees
or subscription. So called public libraries should be called as sub-
scription libraries.

In the year 1979, the West Bengal Public Libraries, Act, was pass-
ed. It does not levy cess but under the act, it is the I"espo;:lsibilit)’ of
the State government to establish and maintain public libraries just
as the state maintains other forms of educational institutions

In five year plans, there was provision for CS—— of.libraries
e SR aBE has taken place. tates have established state
Central libraries, large number of districts possess district librarics
and quite a large number of rura] libraries have been set up. There
is a long way to go before an effectiye Public Library systeg could

be established in each state, Thj

: . : : § presu i ial and
literary setting which is certainly missin 2 ek
- Year 1972 was the year of celebration

Rammohan Roy. He was a great social bl Uicentey 0F K

reformer. The Government

materials, and for construction
Recently, it has taken active pari t
‘National Policy on Library ang InfOrO
bvN{;ILO“Gi"ﬁi‘::t E?HEleon _ngramme (NAEP) was inaugurated
A ¥ Cation X

India) on 2nd October, 1978, and Social Welfare (Government ©

¢ pro i -
cause of the half hearted efforts. 'Publipc lii:‘irrtil::ec::ld rimt su:ceif::pgi
play a

EXtension of library buildings
Wards formulation of draft 0%
mation S}'Stem’_
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tant role in the eradication of illiteracy and removal of social
imbalances. However in the list of implementational agencies of the
programme, public libraries did not find a place. This would have
provided an important opportunity to public libraries to serve the
public. This would also have given an impetus to the growth and
development of public library movement in this country.

A Planning Commission Working Group was constituted to give a
report on ‘Modernisation of Library Sciences and Informatics for the

7th Five-Year Plan 1985-90°. The report has been submitted.
In 1985, a Committee on National Policy on Library and Informa-

tion System was appointed by the Government of India, Department
of Culture, to advise the Government on the formulation of national
policy, under the Chairmanship of D.P. Chattopadhyaya. Tle report
of the Committee was submitted to the Minister of Human Resource
Development, Government of India, vide letter of May 30, 1986. It
is a happy sign that Government of India has shown interest in
laying down ‘National Policy on Library and Information System’.
Chapter III deals with ‘The Public Library System’. According to
it “the most important task before the Government is to establish,
maintain and strengthen the free public libraries in the country and
enable them to work as a system . . - - The main thrust in this area
should go to the rural public library . . . . Al‘l the libraries within a
State should form part of 2 network extending from the community
library of the village throu gh intermediary levels tc.t the district and to
the State Central Library . . - - To bring about this development of
the puklic libraries in 2 State it is vital that eacI.J state enacts its own
library legislation™. Most of thg reqommendauons are sound. .Let
us hope that Government of India will accept the recommendations

and implement them whole heartedly.
' 4 ROLE OF INDIVIDUALS

philanthropists have not given much atten-
tion to development of public librz?rles in this country. In .spite of
this, there have been many individuals, who ha.ve :‘JOI‘IE their best to
help in the growth and development of Pubhc library movement.
The contribution of S-R- Ranga_nattfan is unique and remarkab!e. He
is regarded as the father of Indian library movement. He was instru-
mental jn getting public librarics acts enacted in Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. The library movement in Baroda
originated as the peoples movement under _the leadership Of_Moti-
bhai Amin (2 public leader) in the form of Mitra Mandal (Society of

It is rather strange that
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i 0.
i -as. early as 1906, which received state patronage in 191
f]:es't‘g:ze ?arzatg make libraries popul;:ir li)n Gt{]tz:;:t; :Z:dk:]g l::::::
ior whose name would be wri ! ©
Amz;%fil:&?x:: ;fl;sl;araja Sir Sayajirao.1II, who succeeded in settmrg‘
e a chain of public libraries in the then State of Baroda. Newto
ll&)ohun Dutta, Curator of Libraries, Baroda, did googl work. library
There have been a number of pioneers, who coqtnbuted EoVenkata
movement in Andhra Pradesh. Out of them, Sir Iyyanklh ® ame
Ramanayya holds a place of pride. From Ben gal, we have t t: e
of Manindra Dev Rai Mahashaya of Bengal, who was close ﬂ‘) e to
ciated with library movement in Bengal. I-¥e made great e oestab-
get Bengal Libraries act enacted. Master N.lotlli%l ( 876-]94.9) oears)
lished in 1920, Shri Sanmati Pustakalaya in Jaipur (.a pub!lc I i;‘ o
by his own efforts and meagre resources. He made ploneering € othe
in the promotion of free public library services at a tuye, whenhad
concept of public library was hardly known. From Punjab, we

Sant Ram Bhatia, who played an important role in promoting the
cause of public libraries in Punjab.

5 PRESENT POSITION

51 Andhra Pradesh
€5 as on 31.3,1984 is shown below:

State Central Library 1
Regional Libraries 6
Mobiic Library 1 Total 8
L. Zilla Granthaldya Samsthg Libraries

. ' District Centra
City Central L
Branch Librarjes 796

Mobile Library (Hydernbnd) 1
Village Libraries 337

Book Deposit Centres 582 Total 1739

The aumber of public librari

L Government Libraries

| Libraries ki)
ibrary (Hyderabad) 1

INL. Aided Libraries

Gram Panchayagg

1534
Ooperative Societies 67 )
Private Management 730 Total 233!
- GRAND TOTAL . 4078
. 1t Bas been estimated thag 28.31% villages have been covered PY
branch libraries. The ¢

‘ yas
XPenditure o libraries during 1984-34 w:y
Rs 253.69 lakhs. Qnt of thj only Rs 3 lakhs were provided
RRRLF. The situation ig much

better compared with other states:
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3 52 Bihar

Bl'hé_lr has 1 State Central Library, 8 divisional public librarnes (at
Divisional level), 31 divisional public libraries (at District level),
2:7 subdivisional public libraries 480 block public libraries, 4,000
village public libraries and 17 mobile libraries. The library move-

ment is discouraging in the state.

53 Delhi
Delhi Public Library is a large system, which was set up in 1950.
It has 54 branches and a large number of service points served by
5 book mobiles. It has a collection of 7,32,606 volumes of books’
and subscribes to 220 periodicals. Hardayal Municipal Library
(established in 1884) has a rich collection of rare and old books from
1.634 onwards. Marwari Public Library (established 1915) is a small
library having 27,500 volumes. Parshottamadas Tandon Library has
a collection of 53,541 volumes. For a large city like Delhi, Public

Library system is inadequate.

54 Gujarat )

Gujarat has 47 government run libraries (1 State Central Library,
1 Central Library, Baroda, 17 district libraries, 2 integrated libraries,
20 Taluka libraries, 2 women libraries and 4 other libraries) and
6,602 public libraries are grant-in-aid libraries. During 1983-84,
Government spent Rs 34 lakhs on 47 government run libraries.
Grant-in-aid libraries received Rs 38 Jakhs, which is a meagre suim.

55 Himachal Pradesh
The state has a Central State Library at Solan, 11 district libraries,
2 rural public libraries, 3 tehsil libraries, 5 community centre libra-
ries, 50 pargana village libraries, 12 pargana (integrated) village
libraries and 9 block libraries under the education department of the
state. In addition, there are 5 municipal . committee/corporation

libraries, 138 small panchayat libraries.

56 Jammu and Kashmir .
There is one Central Library, 14 district libraries, some tehsils also
have tehsil libraries. Besides there are block libraries.

57 Karnataka
The following is the picture of libraries in operation:

State Central Library 1
City Central Libraries 10
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District Central Libraries 19
Branches etc 320 - :
Village Centres 1926 (under RRRLF scheme)
Grant-in-aid libraries 204. .
According to H.A. Khan3, there are at present 434 library units
consisting of 75 urban units, 220 rural units, 108 urban service
stations and 81 rural service stations. ‘

- 58 Kerala
There are about 4,200¢ public libraries in Kerala. Keraia Grandha-
sala Sangham is basically an association of librarians. It has been
given the responsibility of distributing government grants to libraries
based on grading. There are about 4,200 libraries affiliated to
Sangham. Each librarian receives Rs 75 a5 honorarium. The libra-
ries receive Rs 300 to Rs 2,000 perannum depending upon grading.
The libraries function as cultural centres, -Each library is.an ind epea-
dent unit. The State spends about |5 lakhs per year on these public
libraries. It may be mentioned that Malabar region is governed by
Madras Public Libraries Act of 1948, The local bodies collect library
cess of 3 paise per rupee as surcharge on property tax‘or house tax.
The State provides matching grant. Many sma]] libraries in .Malabar
region are receiving grants from Sangham, A

. 591 Madhya Pradesh
Thé public library set up is given below:
Central Library
Regional libraries 5
District libraries 42
" Information Centres 6
Private public libraries 80 :
Gram Panchayat Libraries 15,800,

_ These libraries are indepefident units, providing services with
limited resources. Their state departments (Education, Panchayat

Raj and. Inform=tion Publicity) are responsible for public libraries’ -
information centres.

P M:.‘H';" hll(l:,:" “;Karnataka Public Libraries Act in Library legislation in
ia: Problems and prospects, edited by R.K. i i bli-
shing House, 196, p. 163, Y K Rout, New Delhi, Reliance Pu

‘M. Bavakutty, *pypjjc library set-up in Keral:i", Ibid . P. 224,
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592 Maharashtra
Before the enactment of Maharashtra Public Libraries Act, 1967,
the number of public libraries in Maharashtra was 474. On March
1982, there were 3,120 public libraries. The library facilities are not

satisfactory.

593 Punjab
Punjab Public Library (Lahore) was established in 1884. It was
opened to public in 1885. The Municipal Public Libraries at
Ludhiana, Patiala, Amritsar, and Kapurthala were established in
1878, 1898, 1900 and 1904 respectively. Central State Library at
stablished in 1956. There are District libraries at
Jullundhur, Sangrur, Nabha, Bhatinda, Hoshiarpur, Gurdaspur,
Ropar, Kapurthala, etc. All districts have district libraries. Munici-
pal libraries also exist at Sangrur, Jullundhur, Ludhiana, Hoshiarpur
etc. There are about 100° Municipal libraries, managed by Public
Relations Department in collaboration with Panchayats and Youth
Clubs. There are about 1,200 rural libraries and 3,000 reading rooms.
The grants are meagre. The services of most of these libraries con-
sist of lending of books for home reading. Punjab is a prosperous
state but library services are inadequate as compared with many
other states. Except for libraries in major towns, rest of the libraries
more or less serve as reading rooms, which are kept open for few

hours. The rural areas have been ncg

594 Tamil Nadu

The number of public libraries is given below:
State Central Library (Connemara Public Library, Madras) 1
District Central Libraries 17
Branch Libraries 1,511
There are 17 local library aut
libraries and 1,511 branch librarie

Patiala was e

lected to a large extent.

horities. They run 17 district central
s. The number of staff working in

the local library authorities is 3,279. Their services were provincia-
lized with effect from first April, 1982. During 1984-85, the local
library authorities collected Rs 1.44 crore as library cess including
Rs 55 lakhs from Madras City. Each financially weaker local likrary
authority was given @ special grant of Rs 11 lakhs per annum with

effect from 1984-85. An outlay of Rs 5.55 crores has been made for

the Public Librarics Department in the Budget Estimates for 1986-87.~

SK. Navalani, ‘‘Punjab libraries and library legislation in Punjab", Ihid.,

P. 270.
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The picture seems to be improving.

595 West Bengal
Between 1947 and 1978, the number of sponsored libraries was about
7506, Between 1979 and 1982, there were additional two thousand
new sponsored libraries (that is after the enactment of West Bengal
Public Library Act, 1979). Calcutta Metropolitan Library was inau-

gurated on 20th December 1980. During 1984-85, Rs 550 lakhs was
allocated for library services. '

596 Comments
In India, there has been uneven growth of public libraries between
different states/regions and even within a local library system. Public
libraries at different levels have multiplied in terms of quantity. The
number of public libraries seems to be vast. There js much to bé
desired regarding quality of library services. Book stocks are inade-
quate. There is lack of qualified personnel. Audio-visual materials
are lacking. It may also be added that rural areas are badly served
as compared with urban areas. Large majority of so-called libraries

are nothing but reading rooms open for short h
general has not taken full advanta

services. Their attitude is almost a
lamed to a large extent.
pubiicize their services. P

ours. The public io
ge of existing public library
pathetic. For this libraries are to be
They have not given enough attention to
rovision of extension services can be useful
in this context. Even in those states having library legislation, imple-
mentation of the provisions of the act has been inadequate and tardy.
It is interesting to note that those re
backward are badly served by library services. Unfortunately, many
of the public libraries are independent units. Being financially weaks
often they are not in a position to provide adequate services on their
‘own. Itis desirable that public libraries should be integrated into
large library systems, so that these can become viable units, At this
stage of development each state has a state central library. Almost

each district has a district library. It s rural area, which needs to b€
given greater attention.

gions which are economically

6 WHY PUBLIC LIBRARIES HAVE NOT DEVELOPED?

After independence, there has been a hard struggle for allocation of

‘D.K. Roy, “‘Library legislation in West Bengal”, Ibid., p. 279
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funds for different purposes. Libraries had to compete with basic
services such. as health, food, communication, etc. India has been
faced with unfavourable circumstances due to, rising _unemployment,
galloping infiation, growing population and the increasing threat of
serious energy crisis. It ‘is but logical, that any government under
these circumstances would give high priority to the solution of these
problems over library development. Obviously, in such a situation
a government would be unwilling to increase financial support toa

desirable level. Because of this many of state governments have been - -

teluctant to enact library legislation. An enactment of a library legis-
lation means that the State Government commit itself to provide.
financial support for establishment and maintenance,.. of . public’
libraries at a particular level. The same is true for the central.
government. h ' : ' N

4

7 CONc'LU'sroN' "

ment in India has not taken strong roots.

The public library move: a1 ¢ .
Public library movement first started in 1910 in “Baroda’ state. After

1939, the movement deteriorated due to lack of support from State
Government. The public library development h.as been slow and
sporadic. This is mainly due to lack of library legislation in differcat
states and union territories and -also at the national level. At present
only five states (Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal) have enacted library laws. A number of
other states have been considering the matter but have not been able
to pass a library law. It is essetial that all the states and Union

y legislation at the earliest. In addition,

Territories bring forth a librar

there should be a library law at the national level.

A library law would provide adequate provision for financial

requirements. This would make it possible for the establishment, and
proper maintenance of public library system. Adegquate ‘public ,
library services to rural and urban porulation can be of ly through a
sound library legislation. o . —
P hiluld pot insist on the levy of library cessin the

Librarians s e - .
library bills to be enacted. However, & bill should makg-a. provision
for financial responsibiligy upon the government 16 piovide reason-

i :ce torthe rural and urban population, - - .
ab}: 1::1':‘1;;;::::& what the library gssociati(ms .at'. diﬂ‘e‘re?t leve1§ .
should aim to awaken the publi.c- to {sk fqr their h.brary ﬂghts..‘ln
this context, Indian Library Association can play an important role.
Public can achieve its library rights only if public library acts are put
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on the statute book.

There is a need to set up a national library system consisting of
library systems at various levels, State public library systems should
be integrated into the national library network. The emphasis should
be on resource sharing to the maximum. In a country like India,
role of public libraries in adult education especially towards neo-
literates must be recognized fully. Therefore, public libraries must be
involved into any such programme. We should also have a national
library policy, which should lay out broad priorities. In the docu-
ment National Policy on Education 1986 issued by Ministry of
Human Resource Development (Department of Education), Govern-
ment of India, broad guideline has been given. According to it,
“together with the development of books, a nation-wide movement
for the improvement of existing libraries and establishment of new
ones will be taken up. Provision will be made in al| educational
institutions for library facilities and the status of librarians improved.”
Hopefully, this will provide impetus to growth and development cf
public libraries.

There are certain preconditions, which must be fulfilled for the
emergence of a public library movement. One of the important pre-
condition is the willingness on the part of the community to agre¢
to the use of its resources for the creation and development of publi¢
libraries beyond the mere idea of private ownership. In India, social
economic and political conditions for the acceptance of the abové
idea are not conducive but the situation is certainly improving:
Librarians must work towards creating suitable environment for the

acceptance of the idea to allow the uge of the resources of the com”
munity for the library purpose.

The Britishers did not encoura
public libraries during the perio
last 35 years or so that a consci

ge the growth and development of.
d of their rule, It is only during the

Ous attempt has been made to estab”
lish and maintain a network of public libraries (in the moderr sense)
1o serve the public to meet their requirenients to the extent possible-
Generally speaking, situation in the states having a public law i$
comparatively better than rest of the states. However, there is much

that remains to be done. There is 5 long way 10 go before a stron8
public library movement becomes a realit ! ) wish
that every member of th 2. Ideally, oue would

© Sommunity should have free access1© 2
ic libre i ave free acces
public library without a restriction. The pubj l'e [ Lould
easily accessible to hj +0€ public library s
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