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jurisdiction to the Supreme Court to enforce Fundamental
Rights. Appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court can be
invoked by a certificate of the High Court concerned or by
special leave granted by the Supreme Court in respect of any
judgement, decree or final order of a High Court in cases both
civil and criminal, involving substantial questions of law as to
the interpretation of the constitution. The President may consult
the Supreme Court on any question of fact or law of public
importance. The Supreme Court of India comprises of the Chief
Justice and not more than 25 other Judges appointed by the
President. Judges hold office till 65 years of age.

High Courts

There are 18 High Courts in the country, three having
jurisdiction over more than one state. Bombay High Court has
the jurisdiction over Maharashtra, Goa, Dadra and Nagar Haveli
and Daman and Diu. Guwahati High Court, which was earlier
known as Assam High Court, has the jurisdiction over Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura, Mizoram and
Arunachal Pradesh. Punjab and Haryana High Court has the
jurisdiction over Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh.

Among the Union Territories, Delhi alone has had a High
Court of its own. The other six Union Territories come under
jurisdiction of different state High Courts.

The Chief Justice of a High Court is appointed by the
President in consultation with the Chief Justice of India and
the Governor of the state. Each High Court has powers of

superil}tendcncc over all courts within its jurisdiction. High
Court judges retire at the age of 62.
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Introduction 11

Legislative Relations Between the Union and Stafes

Under the Constitution, Parliament has the power to make
laws for the whole of or any part of the territory of India. The
State Legislatures have the power to make laws for the States.
The subjects on which legislation can be enacted are specified
in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.

Parliament has the exclusive right to legislate in respect
of items appearing in List I, called the “Union List”. This list
includes area such as defence, foreign affairs, currency, income
tax, excise duty, railways, shipping, posts and telegraphs, etc.

State Legislatures have the exclusive power to make laws
in relation to items appearing in List 11 called the “State List”.
This includes items like public order, police, public health,
communications, agriculture, lotteries, taxes on entertainment
and wealth, sales tax and octroi, ete.

Both Parliament and the State Legislatures have the power
to legislate in items appearing in List III of the Constitution
which is known as “Concurrent List”. This list includes items
like electricity, newspapers, criminal law, marriage and divorce,
stamp duties, trade unions, price controls, etc.



