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Introduction 3
Table 1 (Contd.)

SI. Item Assam Manipur Nagaland  Tripura

No.

16. Persons served per PHC 274765 125307 91553 336098

17. Birth rate (per thousand) 27 17 NA 15

18. Infant Mortality Rate/'000 70 14 NA 34

19. Literacy Rate percent 53.79 59.85 57.65 63.81

20. Student-teachers Ratio

21. (a) Hr Secondary Schools 21 20 27 23

22. (b) High Schools 18 19 20 23

23. Population per post office 6,672 3,444 6,142 4,468

24. Area served by a post 19.63 32.13 50.93 14.57
office

25. Population BPL (percent) 36.09 28.54 32.67 34.44

26. Per capita NSDP (State 11,755 12,230 17,629 17,459
income) current price (00-01) (01-02)
(Rs.)

27. Tenth Plan outlay/capita 3,119 11,737 11,200 13270
(Rs.)

Agriculture in the region is still subsistence agriculture and
commercialization is in nascent stage. The irrigation development is
lagging behind thereby the yield level of most the crops grown in the
region is far below the potential. The population in the hilly areas of
Nagaland, Manipur and Tripura obtain their need of agricultural
produces from a primitive practice of shifting cultivation (Locally
known as jhuming) which is a kind of management of land-use in
forested areas. The reduction in jhum cycles due to increase in
population has endangered this practice and the amount of produces
harvested by the jhumia farmers from jhuming earlier is no longer
becoming possible due to decreased fertility and other types of
degradation. The productivity of principal crops in Assam, Manipur,
Nagaland and Tripura (Table 2) indicates scope for enhancing
productivity.

The local governance in many parts of the North-Eastern Region
are as per parts IX and IX-A of the Constitution or under the Sixth
Schedule. The Nagaland has its own traditional system. Village
development boards are functioning at the village level in Nagaland
and there are 1286 village development boards in the entire State.
Communitisation of the village bodies have been undertaken by the
State Government which was found to be useful capacity building
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Assam 7

“low or level country” and a second view ascribing it to the word
Asama, meaning “unequalled”, and used to denote the Ahoms, a
Shan tribe which ruled the land for six centuries from the 13th
Century A.D.

The word ‘Assam’ is derived from the Sanskrit word ‘Asoma’,
meaning peerless. The land of Assam is in fact, peerless, judging by
her exquisite natural beauty, cultural richness and human wealth.
Assam has a rich legacy of culture and civilisation behind her. Home
to different races of men—Austric, Mongolian, Dravidian, and Aryan,
who came to dwell in these hills at different points of time. Assam
has developed a composite culture of variegated colour.

Assam, which is situated in the north-east corner of India is
surrounded by Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh on the north, Nagaland
and Manipur on the east, Meghalaya and Mizoram on the south and
Bangladesh, Tripura and West Bengal on the west. A narrow strip of
sub-mountainous region of the Himalayas, connects Assam to the
Indian mainland. The State is dominated by the river Brahmaputra,
whose lush 700 kilometre valley is sandwiched between the
Himalayan foothills to the north, and the hills and plateau of
Meghalaya to the south.

Important tourist centres of the State around Guwahati are
Kamakhya Temple, Umananda (Peacock Island), Navagraha (Temple
of nine planets), Gandhi Mandap, State Zoo, State Museum,
Sukreswar Temple, Geeta Mandir, Madan-Kamdev Temple and
Saraighat Bridge. In the rest of the State the places of tourist interest
are Kaziranga Park (famous for one horned rhinos), Sib Sagar (Shiv
Temple), Majuli (largest river island in the world), Chandubi lake,
Batadrava (Birthplace of great Vaishnav Saint Sankardev), and
Saulkuchi (renowned for its silk industry).

HISTORY

Much of the ancient past of Assam still lies buried deep beneath its
soil. Lack of proper and systematic archaeological research has
resulted in a dearth of archaeological material, and though evidence
of human habitation in the land has been traced back to the Early
Stone Age, the overall picture remains vague and indistinct. That
Assam, by whatever name, was known in other parts of the world as
far back as in 100 BC is nevertheless clear from the records of the




